The use of left ventricular assist devices in the treatment of class IV heart failure patients: what the non-heart failure specialist needs to know.
The New York Heart Association class IV heart failure patient represents a very sick patient population with a poor 6-month survival rate. With appropriate selection and timing, left ventricular assist devices can provide improved outcomes while these patients are supported for bridge to heart transplant or destination therapy. As the number of heart failure patients supported by left ventricular assist devices increases, physicians will need to be familiar with postoperative chronic issues (such as right ventricular failure, infection, hypertension, atrial fibrillation, bleeding, and thromboembolic events) that can affect the function of these devices.